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the preacher’s point
There is an occasion for everything, and a time for every activity under heaven:
Ecclesiastes 3:1 CSB

S

ummer is drawing to a close. School supply displays
are up in every store. People are scurrying everywhere to get those last minute trips in before school
starts back.

heard a sermon from it. I have come to greatly enjoy this
gem of a Minor Prophet. On August 25, our church will
host Dr. Tommy Green, Executive Director/Treasurer of
the Florida Baptist Convention.

In addition to school starting back, it’s a time of
new beginnings at our church. We are delighted to welcome Ryan Gant home as our Minister of Music and Missions. I first met Ryan shortly after he came to the Baptist College of Florida. It has been my privilege to see
him grow and develop as a man of God and a worship
leader. I look forward to what God has in store for his
ministry at Fellowship Baptist Church.

After finishing our tour of Haggai, we will turn our
attention to the book of Titus. Titus is one of the Pastoral
Epistles. Occasionally, some think that the Pastoral
Epistles are only for those in ministry. Yet, there is much
instruction for the church. I cannot wait to share the
truths of this letter with each of you.

In August we will begin a three-part series on
Haggai. Before I preached through the book, I had never

In Christ,
Pastor Clint

music’s beat
welcome ryan gant,
minister of music/missions
Our new Minister of Music/
Missions, Ryan Gant is no
stranger to Fellowship. Ryan grew
up here and was involved in the
youth group and led the youth
praise band for three years. He holds two degrees from
The Baptist College of Florida: the Bachelor of Arts in
Music in Contemporary Worship, and the Master of Arts
in Music and Worship Leadership. Ryan has served as
Minister of Music and Family Outreach at Maple Avenue
Baptist Church in Geneva, Alabama, and Minister of Music at Shiloh Baptist Church in Chipley, Florida. His wife
Kayla is a teacher and they are the proud parents of 3year-old Logan.
His first Sunday with us will be August 18. Be sure to introduce yourself to Ryan and Kayla as they move into this
new season of ministry for them and Fellowship.

thank you, trenton wallace
Trenton came as our interim minister of
music a few months ago, and it did not
take long for him to become a part of the
Fellowship family. He has ably led the
music ministry working with the sanctuary choir, the instrumentalists and the technical team. He exhibited great
energy in Vacation Bible School (check out the videos),
and jumped in as a volunteer chaperone for Children’s
Centrikid Camp (he sports orange hair better than most!).
Trenton will be attending school this fall as he prepares
for future ministry opportunities that God is leading him
to.
Thank you, Trenton. You blessed Fellowship with your
heart for worship, your heart for teaching, your heart of
joy. God’s rich blessings to you as you begin a new adventure.

page 2

fellowship’s heartbeat

students ministry
The beginning of the school year
is upon us and I believe that the Lord has
much in store. The way we see the Lord
work is if each of us seeks God. James
4:8 states, “Draw near to God and he will
draw near to you…”

FUEL - Youth
sundays
9:30am Sunday
School
10:45am Worship
Service
5:00pm Youth Skit/
Band Practice
6:00pm Disciple6
Wednesdays
4:00pm Youth Hangout
5:30pm Youth Dinner
and Worship
Questions? Contact the
church office.
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
DATES

wednesdays
back to normal
schedule!
monday, august 12
school resumes
wednesday, sept 11
kickoff at skate world
Stay tuned for new
happenings this fall!

FUEL - College
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
DATES
sundays at 9:30 am
College/
Young Professionals’
Sunday Small Groups
2nd floor Wee Care
Bldg room 202
august—thursdays at
5:30pm
FUEL-College
College/Young Professionals Group
Dinner and Bible Study
–Students Room
Details coming for
september

Fellowship Baptist should seek
the Lord through prayer, reading his
Word to hear from him, gathering with
the church to interact with the Body of
Christ, and sharing the work of Jesus
with others. When we draw near to God,
then the rest of James 4:8 accompanies
it, namely “cleanse your hands, you sinners…” When we draw near to God, then
we have the power and desire to turn
from sin. This is revival!
Upcoming Events for Youth and
College/Young Professionals
Coming up, we will have a kickoff for Youth and College/Young Professionals groups. This will be a time to
connect individuals who do not have a
church or have not been to church in a
while. As final details are publicized, be
sure to invite your family and friends who
are in these stages of life.
Youth will start meeting at the
regular time on Wednesday from 4:157:15.
We are excited to have a different College/Young Professionals experience this fall with a monthly worship service Thursday nights starting in September. Details will be coming. Until then we
will continue to meet on Thursdays during the month of August at 5:30pm for
dinner and Bible study in the students
room.
Prayer Points
 Pray that our church will draw near
to God.
 Pray for God to raise up more workers.
 Pray that students will be saved.
 Pray that we will be able to disciple
parents of teenagers.
Following Jesus,
Jayce DuBose,
Minister of Students

for senior adults
senior adult council
wednesdays, 9:00am
august 7, and september 4,
friday, august 16, and september 20,
7:00pm—50+dinner
Bring a friend for a fun evening of food and
good company!
senior adults’ shopping trip
to foley, alabama!
september 5 and 6. This is an
overnight trip. If you are interested, please
call the church office to get on the list.
senior adult celebrators conference
in pigeon forge
october 21-25
There are a few spots left! Your nonrefundable $50 deposit will hold your spot. If
you are interested, please call the church
office. The final payment of $545 for this conference is due by AUGUST 25.
The Senior Adult Celebrators Conference
encourages mature believers to be leaders in
their communities. This year’s speakers include David Jeremiah, Phil Waldrup, and
Charlie Daniels. Musical guests include
Charles Billingsley, Jason Crab, Greater Vision, and more.
DECEMBER 3-5
Yes, December is a ways off, but
our calendars fill up so quickly and
we didn’t want you to miss out on the opportunity to serve in Samaritan’s Purse’s Operation Christmas Child distribution center in
December. Each year a group from Fellowship works in the center preparing the boxes
of gifts to be shipped all over the world. So if
you are interested in going, reserve December 3-5 for the OCC trip on your calendar
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children’s ministry

Kids Calendar
Sundays
9:30am Sunday Morning
Bible Study
10:45am Sunday Morning
Worship
Extended Sessionbirth-age 4
Children’s ChurchK-3rd graders
6:00pm Evening Worship
Missions Groups:
Mission Friends,
GAs & RAs
Wednesdays
5:30pm No activities in
August
Sept 11 Kickoff at
Skate World
JAM resumes
September 18

fellowship’s heartbeat

This summer has been a-maz-ing! From RA/GA camp, to VBS, CentriKid
and Summer Blast the children of Fellowship have had an exciting few
months.
While at RA/GA camp our children dove into Africa and Asia. They also
learned about missions and the need for Jesus all over the world. I have
such an appreciation for RA/GA camp and those leaders in our church
who head up this ministry: April Livingston, Cathy McMullian, Joe
McMullian and Brian Mock. It is so wonderful that our young people are
able to take time and focus on missions and serving our community and
world.
Vacation Bible School was so successful! Thank you to everyone who
helped and prayed for the children and volunteers. We averaged about
80 students each night and all those children were able to hear about a
God that is good all the time!

As I write this article, I am still trying to get back to “normal” after a week at CentriKid camp with 13
young people! CentriKid is such an amazing camp because the camp staff are sharing the good news of
our Savior every opportunity they have! The camp staff takes care of so much in order for the adult
church leaders to build relationships with and have spiritual conversations with the children from their
church group. Thank you to Rebecca Turner, Pastor Clint Ellis and Trenton Wallace for taking a week
off to join us and invest in the lives of our children!
The start of the school year means we are getting ready to start JAM back up! JAM is our Jesus and
Me program. See page 3 for details of the kickoff for the new year at Skate World September 11th.
Invite your friends! On Wednesday nights starting September 18th our children will explore the gospel
through games, worship and teaching. If you are interested in helping with JAM this year, please conKatie Jones , Wee Care/Children’s Director
tact Ms. Glenda McDonald or Katie Jones.
Extended Session Schedule Interested in serving? Contact Glenda McDonald (glendamcdonald@yahoo.com or 567-8055).
Date

Classes

Children’s Ministry Floater

Aug 4

Ladies 20-39

Glenda McDonald

Aug 11

Ladies 40-59 (Sheryl Brown’s class)

Glenda McDonald

Aug 18

Coed III-50-65 (David Carlberg’s class)

Joe McMullian

Aug 25

Coed III-35-49 (Albert Sessions’ class)

Paula Stanfield

Sep 1

Grace Class

Carol Lamb

Sep 8

Ladies 20-39

Glenda McDonald

Sep 15

Ladies 40-59 (Sheryl Brown’s class)

Carol Lamb

Sep 22

Coed III-50-65 (David Carlberg’s class)

Joe McMullian

Sep 29

Coed III-35-49 (Albert Sessions’ class)

Paula Stanfield
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money matters

missions news

Tallahassee is fortunate to be home to one of
the nine Florida Baptist Children’s Homes. It is located at
8415 Buck Lake Road. They have recently gone through
a transformation of no longer having residential group
care. This has been the result of state and federal legislation to no longer fund this form of care for displaced
children. Rather, the children will be cared for in foster
family settings. The four homes on the Tallahassee campus will be available for a foster family to house up to
five children per family. There is currently 30 other foster
families in their private homes in the Tallahassee area
under the Children’s Home partnership. The foster parents are employed independently and do not receive a
salary from FBCH. In Florida, 16,000 children a year are
placed in foster care due to abuse, neglect, and abandonment.
Our local campus is converting some of their space in
the homes to six apartments for single mothers. This is
part of a 12-month program where the mothers work at a
job, as well as partake of financial and parenting classes. They are assigned a case manager and given spiritual support. Referral for this program can come though
churches.
The Florida Baptist Children’s Home has many arms of
ministry under the “One More Child” umbrella. Their programs include child hunger, human trafficking, family
support services, certain global orphanages, and foster
care. The FBCH is dependent on us for financial and
prayer support. For more information and how you can
help, go to onemorechild.org or FBCHomes.org.

maguire state missions
offering
week of prayer: Sept 8-15
This offering is dedicated to
funding new initiatives in Florida with a partnership between the Florida Baptist Convention and the North American Mission Board.
In this initiative, this partnership calls for a greater Kingdom vision with more engagement, more commitment,
more involvement to reach all of Florida
100 percent of the State Mission Offering will be earmarked for church planting, church revitalization and
church restarting in South Florida
Why? Because 75% of Florida’s 21 million population—
15 million—do not have a saving relationship with Jesus
Christ.
Together, let’s help our Florida Church Planters!

It is time to get serious about developing a realistic ministry budget for 2020. I challenge each ministry/committee
to begin with an honest, prayerful evaluation of what you
have done for the last few years. What has worked or
been meaningful? What has helped you meet the church
mission? What will help reach more people for Christ in
the coming year? Also, what do we need to stop doing
because we have always done it before? What was not
effective? What focused on members rather than focusing on those beyond the church campus?
Then, prayerfully seek God’s will for what He wants your
ministry to do in 2020. Make specific goals and plans.
Estimate what resources need to be allocated for those
plans. Set priorities. Begin now as serious budget planning requires an investment of time. You should not wait
until the week before your budget is due to the Stewardship Committee, look at what has been spent, then pull a
number out of the air and submit it. Your 2020 Budget
requests need to be turned into the financial office by
October 13.
Benjamin Franklin supposedly once said, “If you fail to
plan, you are planning to fail.” Sir Winston Churchill is
credited with another, oft-repeated, saying: “Those who
fail to learn from the past are doomed to repeat it.” Jeremiah 29:11-13 says: For I know the plans I have for you,
declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to
give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon me
and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You will
seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your
heart.
financial report as of june 2019

2019
Total Receipts:
Total Expenses:
Net:
Church
YEAR-TO-DATE
Receipts:
$
389,465
Expenses:
$
372,776
Net:
$
16,689
ACTUAL

YEAR-TO-DATE

$
870,791
$
829,167
$
41,624
Wee Care
YEAR-TO-DATE
Receipts:
$ 481,326
Expenses:
$ 456,391
Net:
$
24,935

A Women’s Pregnancy Center’s
Celebration of Life
Benefit Banquet
Thursday, September 26
Speaker: Jay Sekulow
Chief Counsel at the
American Center for
Law & Justice (ACLJ)
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men’s ministry
men, be encouraged at
ironworkers
Men, join Ironworkers on
August 19 and September 16
at 6:30pm. Ironworkers is a
good way to connect regularly
with other men. They share
dinner and life. Ironworkers
usually meets in the Fellowship Hall on the third Monday of
each month at 6:30pm. Cost is $4 for church members;
free for guests and visitors.
They also have work days which are scheduled
far enough ahead so you can get them on your calendar.
Ironworkers is temporarily taking over the lawn care of the
church. They would love to have more volunteers to help
with this or other projects.
For more information, contact Wayne Langston at
850-566-6840, by email at langstow@comcast.net, or call
the church office.

women’s ministry

The new church year begins september 1
The children and youth in Sunday School will meet
with their new classes and teachers on Sunday, August 18. Adult promotion will take place the first Sunday in the new church year, September 1.
If you are not part of a Sunday School class, now
would be a great time to join. Classes are small and a
good way to get to know some wonderful people as
you all get to learn more about our wonderful Father
God through studying His Word together.
Have you thought about teaching a class? How about
serving as a substitute teacher? Contact the Sunday
School Director Jimmy Ethridge or email the church
office at serve@fellowshipbaptist.org to find out more
on how you can be involved.
Along with new Sunday School classes beginning,
committees for 2019-2020 will kick in September 1.
Pray for our committees as they serve the church family under the direction of our ministerial leadership to
accomplish the tasks God has set before us.

remember these
Kick the Can / Breakfast Bash
Saturday, August 24, 9:00-10:30am
Drop off your aluminum cans in front of the Fellowship Hall, then come enjoy breakfast and
fellowship in the Youth Room. We’re using a new recycling company that will only receive aluminum cans. All
of the money collected from the aluminum goes to the
Fellowship Hall fund and your participation helps. A suggestion for collecting cans: ask co-workers or neighbors
to help you collect the cans from their offices and homes.
While it helps build the fund, it also helps the environment—recycling is a good thing.
Food Pantry Drive
Sunday, August 25
Bring your canned and dried food items with you
on Sunday as we pray over these gifts in the
morning worship service for those in our community who are food insecure. The Pantry is a blessing to
those who are in need of food and is stocked through
donations by the church family. Those in need are often
the working poor or those who have lost their jobs, or
who are dealing with health issues. The Pantry really
makes a difference Thanks for your thoughtfulness.
Please note: The Festival of Tables event originally
scheduled for September 13th is postponed while decisions are made concerning the Fellowship Hall. Stay
tuned for the new date!

Evan Stargel (grandson of Ralph and
Hedy Donaldson) Middle East-Navy.
Pray for all military personnel. They appreciate and experience the effect of our prayers.
Pray for those who are returning as they adjust to being home and to civilian life. Pray for healing of unseen wounds, and for their families as they walk with
them.
Pray for our government leaders for wisdom, safety,
and balanced judgment. That we as Americans
would conduct ourselves above reproach. For we as
a nation to be on our knees before God.

Reminder: We use the facilities
here for many functions. When
you use a room, please remember
to leave it as you found it whether
it’s a Sunday School classroom,
the Conference Room or Students Room (youth room).
The Students Room especially is used by many groups
throughout the week. It is a burden when the room is
not ready for the next group. There is a checklist on the
refrigerator to help you get things back to normal. Take
a picture of the room on your phone of what it looks like
before you move things around. That will help you return it as you found it.

heart to heart
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news for and about the family of fellowship
heart notes

in sympathy

Dear Fellowship Baptist,
Thanks so much for your generosity of the wonderful donations to the Chelsea House. They were very
much needed. May the Lord keep blessing the wonderful
work of your ministry.
Chelsea House
of Good Samaritan Network, Inc.

our hearts and prayers go out to…

[From the Free to Serve event]
Dear Fellowship Baptist Church,
The Ronald McDonald House provides a “home
away from home” for families and children receiving treatment at the local hospitals. Your gift of food that was delivered to the House on June 1 helped provide comfort
and care to our families. Thank you for your interest and
your generosity.
The Ronald McDonald House
Charities of Tallahassee
[From the Free to Serve event]
Hello, Fellowship Baptist Church Family,
On June 1st, a plate of cookies was delivered to
the Tallahassee Senior Center and I was in the parking
lot and took the cookies to Lake Ella Manor next door.
The Tallahassee Senior Center is usually closed on the
weekends. Lake Ella Manor was VERY happy to enjoy
your gift of love.
Thank you,
Gena Varn
Volunteer and Participant Services Coordinator
Tallahassee Senior Center
like to play in the dirt?
Do you have a green
thumb? Ironworkers is looking for men, women, and
youth to adopt a flower bed. Weed at your leisure and
your convenience. Ironworkers is handling the mowing
and trimming of the landscaping of the church facility, but
they need extra hands to take care of the several flower
beds. Contact Wayne Langston at 850-566-6840, by
email at langstow@comcast.net or the church office and
let us know of your interest. You’ll be playing in the dirt in
no time!

...Tyler Andrew and Victor and their family in the passing
of Tyler’s sister Kelly Lauren.
...Ron Butler and Wanda Hanna and family in the passing
of their sister Hilda Venter.
...Dale Locke and family in the passing of his brother
Jerry Locke.

staff anniversaries
Katie Jones, Wee Care Director/Children’s Ministry
Director, 3 years, August 22.
Alison Grimes, church pianist, 43 years, September.

weddings
congratulations and best wishes to…
… Jessica Arnold and Shawn Stroba who were married
on July 4.
… Elizabeth Cole and Jerry Smith who were married on
July 13.

births
congratulations to…
...Rosemary Robertson and Kaye Robertson on the birth
of their great-grandson and great-nephew Larsen James
Owens on June 9. Proud parents are Kaylan and
James Owens.

save the date — new member orientation
sunday, september 15, Part 1, and
september 22, part 2, 9:30am
second floor Wee Care Building
This orientation is for adults and youth who have indicated a desire to join the Fellowship family or for those who
would like to get more information about Fellowship. Call
the church office at 562-2040 to sign up.

We have a great message to share with everyone—that God loves them so much! Our sound and visual
arts team is an important part of getting that message out. You don’t need any experience—we’ll
train you! Call the office at 562-2040 or email at serve@fellowshipbaptist.org and let’s get you started!
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ministerial staff
Dr. Clint Ellis
Senior Pastor
Trenton Wallace
Interim Minister of Music
Jayce DuBose
Minister to Students
Katie Jones
Children’s Ministry Director/
Wee Care Child Care Director
office staff
Martha Thompson
Administrative Ministry Assistant
Neil Brown
Bookkeeper
Brenda Bradley
Receptionist

Norma Jean Howard
Music Support

Office: 850/562-2040
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
WEE Care: 850/562-0047
Fax: 850/562-7120
e-mail: serve@fellowshipbaptist.org
Visit our web page at www.fellowshipbaptist.org
Fellowship Baptist Church
FellowshipTLH

The Lord says,
Look, I am about to do
something new;
even now it is coming.
Do you not see it?
Isaiah 43:19

August 2019

fellowship’s heartbeat

page 9

fellowship baptist church
Sun

Mon

Sunday Schedule
8:45am Instrumentalists
rehearsal
9:30am Bible Study
10:45am Morning Worship/
Children’s Church/
Extended Session
5:00pm Youth Skit/Band
6:00pm Evening Worship/
NO Children’s
Missions Groups:
GAs/RAs/ Missions
Friends in August
Youth Disciple6

4:00pm Deacons

Tue

W ed

Thu

Wednesday Schedule
4:00pm Youth Hangout
5:30pm NO Children’s
Summer Blast in
August
5:30pm Youth Dinner &
Worship
6:00pm Adult Prayer
Meeting/ Adult
Classes
7:00pm Adult/YouthChoir
rehearsal

4

5

11

5:00pm Business Meeting

18

12

Public School
starts

19

6:30pm Men’s
Ironworkers Dinner

Sat

1

2

3

8

9

10

15

16

17

22

23

6:00pm College &
Young Professionals Group Dinner
and Bible StudyStudents Room

7

6

9:30am Staff Meeting 9:00am Senior
9:30am Churchwide Adult Council
Prayer and Bible
Study-Students
NO Children’s
Room
activities in August
Youth usual
Wednesday
schedule

4:00pm Buildings &
Grounds

Fri

13

14

20

21

9:30am Staff Meeting 7:15pm Church
9:30am Churchwide Council
Prayer and Bible
Study-Students
Room
6:00pm Personnel

9:30am Staff Meeting
9:30am Churchwide
Prayer and Bible
Study-Students
Room
7:00pm Baptist Women Night Group

9:30am Baptist
Wee Care Open
Women’s Day
House 1:00Group
6:00pm College & 3:00pm
Young Professionals Group Dinner
and Bible StudyStudents Room
6:00pm Children’s
Ministry MeetingConference Room

6:00pm College & 7:00pm 50+
Young Profession- Dinner
als Group Dinner
and Bible StudyStudents Room

6:00pm College &
Young Professionals Group Dinner
and Bible StudyStudents Room

24

9:00am Kick
the Can/
Breakfast
Bash

FSU Move-In
Day

25
10:45am Food
Pantry Drive
Morning service
guest: Tommy
Green, Executive
Director/Treasurer,
Florida Baptist Convention

26

27

9:30am Staff Meeting
9:30am Churchwide
Prayer and Bible
Study-Students
Room

28

29

6:00pm College &
Young Professionals Group Dinner
and Bible StudyStudents Room

30

31

September 2019
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fellowship baptist church
Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

W ed

Thu

3

4

9:30am Staff Meet- 9:00am Senior
ing
Adult Council
New church year
9:30am Churchbegins
wide Prayer and
Labor Day
Bible StudyChurch Office and Students Room
Wee Care closed

Fri

Sat

5

Coming this
month! NEW
College/Young
Professionals
group

6

7

13

14

Senior Adult trip to Foley, AL

8

4:00pm Deacons
6:00pm GAs, RAs,
and Mission
Friends resume

9

10

11

9:30am Staff Meet- 5:00pm Children 9:30am Baptist
and Youth Kickoff Women’s Day
ing
Group
at Skate World
9:30am Churchwide Prayer and
Bible StudyStudents Room
6:00pm Personnel

12

Children’s Ministry Retreat
Sept 13-15

15

9:30am New Mem- 6:30pm Men’s
Ironworkers
ber Orientation
Part 1
4:00pm Buildings
& Grounds

16

22

23

29

30

9:30am New Members Orientation
Part 2

10:45am No Children’s Church-5th
Sunday

17

18

9:30am Staff Meet- 5:30pm
Children’s JAM
ing
resumes!
9:30am Churchwide Prayer and
Bible StudyStudents Room

24

9:30am Staff Meeting
9:30am Churchwide Prayer and
Bible StudyStudents Room
7:00pm Baptist
Women Night Grp

30

9:30am Staff Meeting
9:30am Churchwide Prayer and
Bible StudyStudents Room

25

19

20

21

27

28

New College &
7:00pm 50+ DinYoung Profession- ner
als Group Kickoff!
6:00pm Stewardship Meeting

26

AWPC Celebration
of Life Benefit Banquet

Sunday Schedule
8:45am Instrumentalists rehearsal
9:30am Bible Study
10:45am Morning Worship/
Children’s Church/
Extended Session
5:00pm Youth Skit/Band Practice
6:00pm Evening Worship/
Children’s Missions
Groups: GAs/RAs/
Missions Friends
Youth Disciple6

Wednesday Schedule
4:00pm Youth Hangout
5:30pm Children’s
JAM
6:00pm Youth Worship
Adult Prayer
Meeting/ Adult
Classes
7:00pm Adult /Youth
Choir rehearsal

